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Rural Education 2025 “Elevator Speech”

There is no better substitute than Legislators hearing directly from their constituents about the
challenges facing their rural schools. Your voice is the first line for advocating for your schools.

CSRA has created the following talking points to help guide your discussions with legislators.
Remember, meeting times with Legislators go fast, so these are just talking points. Don’t feel
like you need to stick only to talking through these points. This is also meant to be a
conversation and a dialogue. Because time with legislators is usually short, we recommend
focusing on two or three sub-points to the main topics in order to allow for discussion. If a
point doesn’t fit with your district, don’t feel like you must use it. And remember to talk
through the issues that are critical for your district specifically.

= K-12 Funding

(@)

K-12 asks that the Legislature prioritize funding education and stop balancing the
budget on the backs of schools.

The Legislature made great strides in eliminating the BS Factor and passing a
new funding formula that updates the formula based on more modern needs.
We encourage the Legislature keep that promise and hold education funding as
a priority of the state.

Funding K-12 with endless grant programs for specified projects simply does not
work for K-12, let alone for rural districts.

Let us get back to our core mission of educating kids and allocate those
resources through the existing channels so we can direct them to the
appropriate programs.

=  Unfunded Mandates

O

Local control is foundational in Colorado it many aspects, including school
administration. School district boards are the entity charged with the
administration of their local community’s schools.

Local communities are the ones best able to know what their local community
needs.

Many of the bills we see are aimed as a limited number of districts, generally in
urban areas, and do not come with additional resources to achieve the goals.



o While most mandates are coming from a good place, our school districts feel
confident we know what our students need.
o Allow our local school boards to determine the priorities that reflect the values
and needs of their local communities.
=  What is important to your district
o Share what is the one thing that your district needs, or is struggling with, or is
succeeding.



